5/19/69 


Dear Gary, 


Your letter of 5/l6 and your mailing* postmarked the next day both 
dame this e*m« In tne large envelope was nothing but the deV story plus the 
small classified ad taped above, "Happy Anniv. A and B. Here’s to much more. 
It wouldn’t hurt# REF F 20"# Let’s writ© a mystery I 


Hobbs is Tint a literary agent, not a publisher. Te like him. I 
think he has a personal interest in the King murder, not from any uninhibited 
devotion to the victim# H a i G black, vre’ll have? to wait until he" reads the 
stuff and x hear from him# He sure has some reading ahead of him- seven books! 


Uris is one of a number of thinhs in the letter that prompt me to 
make this general observation: there i 3 a limit to what we can hope to undertake 
and carry -to an end# Therefore, whether we want to or not, we must limit ourselves 
to those things that give promise of being within reach or that v;e can reasonably 
hope to be able to do. In other words, we should tek Q first things first and 
put aside, perhaps forever, what seems least likely of being within reach. If you 
have read TG?A7 and think as I do, it i ? clear that either Yris is pro-CIA or 
he had his book delivered to him or suggested by the Agency, ^ny event, he is, 

without doubt, pro-CIA and pro -Cl A policy, at leas as I see it. Theefore, I think it 
not lively that lie will want to be helpful. Further, on the Farewell angle, I think 
time and events have removed the pressure ; not the interest). What can readily be 
done ought to bo but, compared wita the other things that can be done with that 
time, it is less important. This is not criticism, I am' still interested and we should 
learn hat we can, but not on a priority basis. You should have gathered from the 
brevity of my note to Maggie that I expect nothing. I am not disappointed, save at 
the at ti dude (for it Is not her.? alone). There nay come a tin© when getting in touch 
with dr is will be constructive. As 1 now see it-'; fnr me, that will bo when I have 
resumed with TIGER. 


L do not have CD1330 and x have no record of ever having had it. Perhaps 
it is one of which Faul made a copy .and by accident didn’t send one. lie is still 
on his orals, x pre ume. 

0# Dan Jaffa and your reasoning: agreed. Do not rush, it until we can 
better understand if this Fortos affair is the beginning of something bigger. It 
is a very disquieting possibility. In that event, the chances are ev^n less likely. 
However, if you want tc suggest to Dan that when he is home he end his father (if 
you gatner the father is dependable and honest, and wil - . keep confidences) may want 
to come here and see whet I have, I believe that may bo e good idea. Tell him to 
bring his bathing suit, if he does . Q r , if he wants to come slone, fine. 

x hate the question of Vince to keep coming up. Again, not criticism; it 
iust does. And let me be fair to him, from something you say. - L t is not as you 
put it, "Had he done more to help keep Garrison in line long before he was forced to 
by what he learned last Christmas in N.O., then we would not havo faced that trouble." 
The first pert was beyond him. Hq could not have accomplished this for two reasons!; 
he would not have seen it as I did, not have regarded as irresponsible what I did 8nd 
what was, for he simply was not in a position to. (-^n the other hand, he cannot h°ve 
read the papers and not hove had at least a suspicion.) And second of all, he was 
not "forced to", etc. Here I assume responsibility, for as I pondered the situation 
^nd considered my handicap, which you understand nad h 9 ve, I decided I had to use 
ince. i hi3 is precisely wbat I did. Ln doing it I was aware of the possibility of 
those propbems that followed. I decided, and I still think correctly, that the 
immediate was more important than any possible consequence. lVi y eyes we re open. L 


used Vince because Jim would listen to him where he wouldn't to me. Vince readily 
agreed with what I said tied to be done, what the situation was, and he did it.J 
had hoped that once he had accomplished this he would go tack to his everyday 
need. n e didn’t; he refused to-he began to play God. The entire office was praying 
that he w^uld leave, for he kept making things much worse than they need have been. 

We ere lucky to have had no kickbacks worse than Penn. The staff finally ( eased him 
out of town. It was not only that I believed Jim would listen to Vi ncQ# it is also 
that I regard both as paranoid and reasoned as with taking a crook to catch one. 
Because you bear ^ince the affection he has earned, I do regret that you could 
not hove seen him in IT. 0 * It was absolutely frightening*. He went berserk, got 
power mad (Godlike), even looked like an exaggerated movie port. n e was and remained 
completely irrational in every way-thinking and acting. I wish you hsd been here 
when ho and -<aten were (I had to refuse the second time; it would hove been entirely 
intolerable). You ?/ould not have believed your ears. - 1 * be d to really lean on him in 
assorted ways to keep from losing the little we did gain in D. C. This included 
threats that I denied were threats, but he read mo. You also say, "Since he is 
not part of the work on the sasass In&tion, and the same is true of PIsggie, they 
feel no need to help you financially .♦ .Therefore you should get another means of 
support. . I never asked either for financial support in my work. I phoned esch 
before I left N.O. the last time merely to give them th? chance to make it possible 
for me to remain (I think I also let you know by phene right then). Frankly, I did 
not really wsjnt to stay. Perhaps it would be more precise that while I might have 
wanted to be there for the trial, simply because it was the trial, I regarded this 
as a luxury, had to be in DC! for that trial, above ell, and considered that I must 
use that time for more significant things. I sm without any regrets that I was net 
there, for I hsd no il lux so ions about being able to do anything. I might have in 
detail only. The only thing anyone could interpret as a request to Vince was so 
elliptical it could not have been taken that way and it was Matt’s idee. He suggested 
that Vince could well afford to have an editor-in-residence with me, to go over the 
work £s 1 ream it out, end he told me to propose this to V, Instead, x merely re- 
counted the conversation, Without reference to his ability to make it. possible. 
wx y complaint about ^ince and money is simply that he made e commitment for me without 
consulting me and then ran out on it when I was left holding th6 bag. It cost me an 
enormous amount of time (I could have written at least one more book in that time) 

and w net for mo is much more, something over £250.00 in all. He did pay my fare in 

December (and only for the ticket). I paid ell other expenses. And Bud had originally 
promised to, for he asked me before he went abroad to spend two weeks working with 
him in N.O. beginning 12/l and I agr ed. Bud did take me out to e very fine meal one 
night in N.O. Otherv/i se, all the other extra expenses amounting to no less than the 
fare I was then stuck with. How, with all my debts, can I assume such added ones? 

In today* s mail is th* enclosed, with what did not cone out. being pressure: one bill 
for £.4,497/26. How can - be silent when Vince arranges them for me and doesn’t keep 
his pledge? He gave me his -cord that I ould feet my costs back and that "some way 

would be found" bo pay me somththing for the time for, as cha put it, I was indis- 

pensible. Thi 3 is my only complaint about him 3nd money. I never asked him or Maggie 
to help. In her case ^ knew better, for when she begged me to rush out to California 
to get Liebeler oft lane’s back (Liebeler was ruining Lane, really-they were right), 

I did. I abandoned VfJII, which was frightfully costly to me and an enormous and 
physically painful problem for Nil, who had all the packaging and mailing to do 
entirely alone. Hal had promised to rajs the costs of the trip. He didn’t. Bo, sava 
for the very slight sum Hal did come through with, again, I wss stuck will all the 
costs of going to and being in California, the considerable collateral costs, Maggie 
and Hill v/ere really interested in getting the load off their backs, for they could 
not copa with L. Bill *was fiiie. He met me, house and fed me, made all the good 
arrangements, etc. Maggie gave me a sandwich-once ! She did not (and never thereafter 
did) have the fine dinner 3 he had for all the others when they were there. And need 
I mention how she lionizes Lane, who does nothing but make lousy speeches? Hast time 
she left me to make emergency arrangements for a pad. I used Gharlie Brown’s safe. 


Until about 10 o’clock that night I didn’t know Charlie Brown existed. It waa 
very decent of her to do this (’’Charlie", in case you do not know, is a girl). 

Do nob misunderstand me: the heme and the money are Maggie’s, and it is entirely 
her affair what she does and does not do with either, she owes me nothing. But 
1 asked her for nothing for my work, either, am I did not ask her tn finance my 
continued presence in N.O. I told her what she took that way, that I wanted her 
to know it was financially impossible for me to remain. Those sre net the same 
thing, for l did not ask her and she did net turn me down. l ’. r ith Vince, however 
it is not the same as with Moggie, for he did make a commitment, he assured me * 

I would not be stuck, and that does impose an obligation on him. Frankly, so far as 
I am concerned, he is not just sick. n ere he is dishonest and, because he is well 
off, plain cheap with it. I do not hide my feelings, ^ary, nor how it makes me 
feel when the more principled behave fcin this fashion and with what it does ard 
means to Lil. Have you any concept of the situation she will face if anything 
happens to me? 

I feel this explanation is due. I hone we can hereafter avoid the subiect. 

I will never mention it to ^ince. fer as I am concerned, s 4 ek or n^t, he is 3 ° 
men, or he is not; he is honest or he is not. 

*ou mention Katen. n e was only Mightly less irrational and openly cast hims 
self in the role of the son of ^od. li? was very uncomfortable. Neither one hod the 
slightest idea what he was talking about and neither one listened, tried to understand 
what was really very simple. They and J im are the only onces who didn't. A1J. three 
just refused to, perhaps in two cases from sickness (but I tnink more because all soe 
so securely anchored only in the nest). 

On Paul R. right. Y ou mow nothing. When I see you will be time enough. 

Butler: what he undoubtedly refers to is his cuaint unt erpre tat ion of a 
double Joe Fyne radio show. He did nothing at all to me, save as Ms twisted mind 
interprets his fa lure. They both ganged up and it got pretty h-t. I had been up 
doing the all-night KLAC radio show and did this in the a.m, afterward, so ± lost my 
cool easier than the easy ytsu&l. But I did him in anyway. 1 jst did a lot, very 
much less than I could ana should have. I called him a liar, proved it ana got him 
to admit it, showed he manufactured as he went, etc. He can call that a victory? 

did libel me but I am not in a position to sue him or Fyne. However, if he does in 

the village Square, that may be in a different claus, for that is published in 

California and there I may be able to get counsel and do sons tning. Especially 
because there will be no question about willfulness, with this Fyne Show having 
established to his face that he was lying and knew it, did it on purpose, actually 

apologized for it. Again, we will have to see whether doing something about him is 

a luxury or a necessity. But I would like to see it. You did not send! it in the 
envelope with deV. 

I asked Lai to get the other articles, not the one you had sent.(deV) 

I wish I could persuade you to drop Fred entirely, that he can do you 
and us at best out little good and the potential for harm is very great. You should 
have enough smaples. How esn you believe you can trust a man who you describe in 
this very letter as telling one of us '’that he had 'heard through the grapevine’ that 
the Z film was floating around" when he is, as you say, the distributor? (And 
would you like LIFE to make a court test with FRED -is the defendant? Y 0 u ’enow I aired 
their "copurighted’ T material many times, including in your presence, and they have 
been silent.) Boss ohis not tell you tnat I red, for whatever reason, iss not merely 
capable of anything but does evil taings? I am certain he has alienated Dave -itch, 
a bight kid who was helping me and suddenly fell silent, and suspect he did the same tx 
thing with Gary Murr. Iqu know the kind of lies he has written you. Imagine if those 


who have never met me get such filth end manufactures. I wrote ©sch once, sn that 
is all I will do. I asked ahnnt Me silence and I asked Sited to do 


Gary about his silence and I asked Sited to do 
,, +h -l nc . ( -e^earch ds? and if he wanted me to g ve him credit for something he 
had Sand for me! some of t'a S Latin American Sports stuff). X simply have no 
more time for such things ana if they remain silent -i also will. »e are a^.1 u 
by this sort of thing, more than any possible good rrea mighube able to 
n i> oet Fis u an added, great hazard, for it is wrong, rust is no. cannot ^ ^ 

survive examination of the presentation. The rest is not bis. Reread "Last Train , 
8P „ hr, 7 much comes from me and you have on added measure of hio lock of ba~i 
ho^sty, for whatever reason. I’ll soy nothing about it for it one he are not 
, 0 rth the time. They are all this way, all nundering lor kudos, all failed to 
earn any.' And this, toe, i the best, passible interpretation. 

While 1 would like a copy of Gibbon’s footage, I cannot afford it and 
An l* as having env sueciol value at tnit time. We are largely past 

that = or t 6 of thing. ?est the content, too. It would be nice to have, little more. 
Jll aoJt you gp^ut and spend the money for me'. His letter does not quiet my 
unease about Bolden, either. 

I was to have done work of John Nichols with this time. So, my 
snolo^ies for the uncorrected typos. 


Best regards, 


